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SPECIAL NOTE:   

The East Allen County Schools Administration Building will be closed beginning March 23rd through 

April 3rd due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  This time could be extended beyond April 3rd if the 

situation at that time deems it necessary. 

We know this is a stressful time and East Allen County Schools will continue to support our 

families and remain responsive. That said, if anyone has a need to contact the Administration office 

please call 260-446-0100. Also, visit the website www.eacs.k12.in.us as information is continually 

updated. 

1. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #1 for specific 
elementary school information.     

          Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 

2. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum         
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #2 for specific 
middle and high school information.      

                  Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 

http://www.eacs.k12.in.us/


   

3. REMINDER: WELLNESS TIPS  

See Enclosure #3 to view Spring and Summer eating tips! For more information contact Tori 
Bontrager, ext. 1003. 

                Tina Grady, ext. 1009 

4. REMNDER: REBOOT IDOE DIGITAL LEARNING CONFERENCE 

The IDOE Digital Learning Conference will be held at New Haven High on June 11th.  Please see 
Enclosure #4 for more details. 

               Keith Madsen, ext. 3125 
 
 
 



March 20, 2020 

It was Just a Figure of Speech!  
As adults, we often use figures of speech in our daily vernacular and think 

nothing of it, but to a child, these figures of speech may be confusing. 

When a child hears a figure of speech, such as "It's raining cats and dogs," 

they may become confused when they look outside and do not see cats 

and dogs falling from the sky. When teaching children figures of speech, 

highlight both the literal and figurative forms of the phrase to help them 

understand that these phrases do not make much sense when thought of 

in a literal context. 

 

Discuss figurative language with children. Explain that people use figures of 

speech to exaggerate or to create interesting writing and conversations. 

Provide examples of different types of figures of speech. Examples of fig-

ures of speech to consider include "fast as lightning," "cold as ice" and "eat 

like a horse." 

 

Ask children to explain what the statements may mean in a real or literal 

sense. Explain to children that when the statements are thought of literally, 

they do not make much sense. For example, people cannot really be fast 

as lightning, but they can be really fast. However, although someone can-

not be fast as lightning, a sentence that contains such a phrase sounds 

more interesting than a sentence that simply says, "He runs really fast." 

 

Write a figure of speech on the bottom of a piece of construction paper; 

one for each child. Distribute the papers to students. Have children read 

the phrases and ask them if they can guess what the figures of speech mean. Provide clarification when needed.  In-

struct children to divide their papers in half. Have them draw a picture that illustrates the literal meaning of the figure of 

speech on one half of the paper. On the other half of the paper, instruct children to draw a picture that illustrates the 

figurative meaning of the phrase.  
         adapted from theclassroom.com, written by Lily Mae 

 

TEACHER CHALLENGE:  See if you can identify 27 Figures of speech in the image above—answers can be found here 

Important Dates 
IREAD Window 
NWEA EOY Window 

3/16-4/3 
3/16-5/17 

The Kentucky Association for Gifted Education has a “living document” that they use to share different ideas and 

resources for their students.  It is applicable at all grade levels and may be very helpful if wanting to add some 

different activities during E-Learning.  Check it out! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UbaobL2ymO4_MW4N0eVvdBEfMPLyGaH7KipH27Onmg0/mobilebasic  

ELLevation Practice #2 - Clarify Input During Instruction 

During instruction, it’s critical to plan for and deconstruct complex language for ELLs.  A great way to help support students pro-
cess complex language is to make sure they have multiple opportunities to express ideas and work through new information dur-
ing instruction. A great tool you can use online when needing guidance is the ELLevation website. Here are two activities that sup-
port comprehensible input of key content and language during a lesson that stimulates student thinking as well as supports the 
shift of responsibility for learning to the learners. 

EL CORNER 

#1 Essential Questions: 

Students engage and collaborate as a partnership to read and write 
about the essential question using graphic organizers to demonstrate 
understanding. 

ELLevation Activity Link 

#2 5 and 2: 

5 minute instructional time: Students actively listen and follow directions.  2 
minute interactive time: Students articulate key points from lesson using 
relevant language. 

ELLevation Activity Link 

https://www.theclassroom.com/teach-figures-speech-children-8418433.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yoApCvfz7HEyXJC6uwW3VhOJYYu_-owm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17x-k2EXFFAz0doIrskt_lyby1Gfab1p6/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UbaobL2ymO4_MW4N0eVvdBEfMPLyGaH7KipH27Onmg0/mobilebasic
https://app.ellevationeducation.com/Strategies/Activity/Details/335
https://app.ellevationeducation.com/Strategies/Activity/Details/434-5-and-2


Curriculum 
 Connection  

 

Important Dates 
 

NWEA EOY 
 
3/16-5/17 

Secondary: Middle School & 
High School 

March 20, 2020 

EL Corner 
ELLevation Practice #2 - Clarify Input During Instruction 

During instruction, it’s critical to plan for and deconstruct complex 
language for ELLs.  A great way to help support       students 
process complex language is to make sure they have multiple 
opportunities to express ideas and work through new information 
during instruction. A great tool you can use online when needing 
guidance is the ELLevation website. Here are two activities that 
support comprehensible input of key content and language during 
a lesson that stimulates student thinking as well as supports the 
shift of responsibility for learning to the learners. 

 

 #1 Essential Questions:  

Students engage and collaborate as a 
partnership to read and write about the 
essential question using graphic 
organizers to demonstrate 
understanding. 

      

 #2 5 and 2:  

5 minute instructional time: Students 
actively listen and follow directions.  2 
minute interactive time: Students 
articulate key points from lesson using 
relevant language. 

    

EDGE 

ENRICHMENT PUZZLES FOR CRITICAL THINKING- LOGICAL THINKING- 
VISUAL AND SPATIAL SKILLS 

https://www.kenkenpuzzle.com/ 

http://www.kakuro.com/ 

https://www.coolmathgames.com/0-minesweeper 

http://www.wordgames.com/en/make-me-10.html 

https://www.conceptispuzzles.com/index.aspx?uri=puzzle/hashi 

https://www.logicgamesonline.com/nurikabe/ 

https://www.brainzilla.com/brain-teasers/guesstimate/riddles/ 

https://logic.puzzlebaron.com/ 

https://rws.puzzlebaron.com/ 

https://wordtwist.puzzlebaron.com/init.php 

https://www.logicgamesonline.com/lightsout/ 

 

ELEARNING 
These times that we as teachers are in are 
unprecedented. Keeping students engaged in 
learning and making sure their needs are addressed 
is paramount. There are many resources available 
that you can use to engage our learners when they 
are at home. Think out of the box when you are 
planning elearning lessons, and find ways to connect 
with your students. The students are going to be 
feeling isolated just like the rest of us.  

 Use the Zoom app to connect with your 
students. You could set up “office hours” 
during the day so they can reach out to you if 
they have any questions or concerns. The 
face-to-face contact will be welcomed by 
your students. 

 
 

 Many companies and sites are offering free 
services right now due to the closure of 
schools across the country. Have these 
resources available to students. Include them 
with your elearning, so the students can do 
some exploring on their own.  
Resources for Kids 
 

 Take care of yourselves during these unusual 
times. Take some of the virtual field trips, 
look for some online workouts, try yoga, go 
outside for a walk, or catch up on books that 
you have been wanting to read. Whatever 
you do, take good care of yourself. Your 
families and your students need you to be 
well in order to help get all of us through 
these stressful times. 

https://www.kenkenpuzzle.com/
http://www.kakuro.com/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/0-minesweeper
http://www.wordgames.com/en/make-me-10.html
https://www.conceptispuzzles.com/index.aspx?uri=puzzle/hashi
https://www.logicgamesonline.com/nurikabe/
https://www.brainzilla.com/brain-teasers/guesstimate/riddles/
https://logic.puzzlebaron.com/
https://rws.puzzlebaron.com/
https://wordtwist.puzzlebaron.com/init.php
https://www.logicgamesonline.com/lightsout/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Sgk9Pq5eCRJFvnjM9PNdei21z5-AQ6l0-bJqFE7n25o/mobilepresent?slide=id.p


FROM YOUR WELLNESSCOACH

EACS Employee Wellness

Tori Bontrager
EACS Employee Wellness Coach  
Parkview Workplace Wellness

Wellness Tip:
Strive to eat a variety of food colors.

As we come into Spring and Summer, the variety of fresh foods generally
becomes greater. Strive for a colorful plate when putting together a meal to 
fuel your body with natural vitamins and minerals. 

Wellness Updates:
• With many of the concerns going around currently related to our health, 

please be sure to practice good hygiene and take appropriate action to 
protect yourself.

• The 2020 iChoose Wellness Rewards Documents can be found on the EACS 
Home page by choosing Departments → Human Resources →Wellness. 
Should you have questions, please contact Tori at 
tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us. Be on the lookout for the Wellness Screening 
Sign-Up soon.

• Planning on signing up for the Fort4Fitness Spring Cycle and/or Fall 
Festival? Don’t forget to choose EAST ALLEN COUNTY SCHOOLS as your 
Charity Partner at Registration! All it takes is the click of a button to help 
EACS reach our fundraising goals, with absolutely no extra charge to you. 
Visit www.fort4fitness.org to get signed up or for more information! 

mailto:tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us
http://www.fort4fitness.org/



	Admin Bulletin 3-20-20
	EL cc 3.20.20
	SEC Curriculum Connection March 20, 2020
	03.10.20 Wellness Tips
	Reboot (one-pager) (1)

